" THE' TIMES - DISPATOH: RICHMOND

, VA, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1911."

_CHRISTMAS TIME IN THE VIRGINIA ST

ATE PENITENTIARY

Commonwealthe, g
are permitted

HOuls, byt £

may show U in t tempering bt
justica) Ihey S even show gencrogs-
ite. They muy Insth zome joy Into
what Lthey intend to he in the main o
jayiees Il i =0 dning 1 14§ pos-

fihle they may beln to assampilan
true alm f¢ wmwdern pundahments--
reformation af the effender,

S0 It ls that when Chrictimas o
e men and womep w

nrn «

In the State's great son Mn expies
tion of tieir crimes—or, tad thraow g
rop 1o the koclols t ance amd be

fdone with (1,
nneesiry or

the s whinch
thelr anvironment
pelled them to commib—are nat oo
quired to grind out tha moenotany of
thelr dally Hves the sho: bench
i glimpeag of hoalldav-rmak-
monwenlth, In the proper
of thie hoard of directors and
rintendent, =%
of sunshlian

tazlr
&

make them ally th &
outshle dny anll that the
Hrate does wish 1o i
ry of ovenlthe thin
ch mukes At
"
It may well
Vvicis mmureal
mountod BT o i
pun; wil) ¢

Wi

e 'I'
had encity

which nnully npdde 1!
anfeasts from human  socip
wiileh put wpon them the brand <f
vriminal

The nature the work which
fnmntoxde for the prison Inbar caontracs
1or has beon o much in the publle aye

the

of

of lete that 1L 1= prabable mos=t veasd
ere know alrendy that the men ars
given el e amplished, theee
tarks are rogs suficlent encrgy

expended for the Stote In athor hours,

the men and women are at Hberty (o
continug thelr labora In the making of
ehoen, and for this the shoe company

pays them a wage, This money ¥ thelr
own property, 1o doowith as they please
in any luwlul' way not eonticting witn
the peace and gond order of the Slate
Penitentlary

¥i
Mny» Make Moned.

Men who are proficlent in tho fazns
Lo which they have been gel can s3on
surpass tlie gquotn expecied of them. 1f
thiey are industeious and continue to
stady the trade, they can Sool earn. o
tidy ruin, which they spend or savs,

eccording te the principlog which they
have learned from Infaney, and  just
Uke the people ontside do. Probably
wiost of them spend Iy, but that s nel-
ther here nor there, nnr, Indeed, would

they differ from the mojority of frec
recople In doing =0,
Naturally, men who are incifably

thickheaded or who are sullenly waste-
ful or deslgnedly Incompetent, upre not
aeglred hy the shoo compuny. Pyt It
hae to 1ake them. * Is unlikely that
they are einployed for <11,

When Christmas appropchey Bomo
of those men who are earnlng uctual
nioney, which all lo  the sheoe shopa
have & chance to 4o, begin to think of
tha people ot 'hoine. Home of -them
have no peaple nt home; some of thoso
peoplosnt home prefer to forgot the
exlsteneas of those who have dragged

»

SELLS IT

WATERMELUON FEAST

AT PENITENTLANY.

MRS, MAUD BALLINGTON BOOTH ADDIRESSING CONVICTS.

G

—_—
et rr——

“JUDGMENT, Mit. UMPIRE."

.

i

ASSEMBLY AT WHSY WATX.

the family name-in the duet of. his-
lionor; eome. of them don't care. 'Per-
haps a great majorily prefer to use
thelr moncy for themsolves. But. it is
true that quite & number keep in closc
touch with home-folks and buy pres-
ents for them at Christmas-tide. This
has been-going on for more than two
weeks, Perhups many & mother has
went and prayved over eome remems
branee bought by a wayward-boy from
the earnings of his owu hands In extra
lubor at the penitentiary,
Canvicts “Send Out.”
“Sending oul™ s a privilege greatly
heloved by, the prigsoners. 1t is one not

FOR LESS

We are way ahead of otliers in our line—Diamonds, Watches,
Jewelry, etc. No matter how large or small your gift may.be,
you are sure to find the proper article here. - You save from 25
to 40 per cent, by buying from us. Save money while you can, ' &
We have at all times special bargains in exclusive and attractive -
Jewelry .of quality—Diamonds, Watches and Silverware, Cut
Glass, etc.,, which we guarantee to sell far below real value.

Get Our Prices Before Buying.
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i THREE_LARGE_STORES:
Richmond—815 East Broad Street..

Lynchburg—1030 Main Street.

Roanoke, Va.—12 Salem Ave.

‘Beneral offices.
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to'ba‘despized, nor to be parted with
lHghtly or unadvisedly. Good behavior
marks ' are especlally valuable when
thia privilego -is.sought. Guaerds have
done nmch-work in the way of buying
lttle presents'in the ahops of Richmond
during the past week or:two, The
convlcls may see them before they go
out and’ may know - that the remem-
brances have heen sent to - thelr desti-
natlons. .

But if.many "send out” for prescnts
for others, many moro “send oul' for
delicacles  for  themselves. - They buy
Bweet: stuffs’ and .fruits and anything
within .reason  which they may wish,
The -money- Is thelrs, and "they may
Apend IL just, as has been previously
5ald, ‘1lke .folks. on -the outside do on
that which ia helpful or healthful or
indlgestible or harmless or harmful.

In the cells these :little  purchases
add -to the Christmas dinner of many
a convict. They  furnish conversation
for the long hours. of  ldlenees and
thoughts for wakeful moments,

All Are: Remembered.

Hore comes in one of the acts which
indicate that the Commonwealth of
Virginia has a soul. - Thera-are many
men who have no opportunity to earn
money In tha ghoe shops. There are
trustles, who work about the yards and
garden and about the superintendent’s
house, There are men who stay in the
Thera are men. who
nreslgl the Bortillon clork and who cook
and who serve ratlons and do all manner
of things. There ore always men and
women In the hospital,

To these go small sume . of - money
frori thé trensury of tho penitentiary
Itself, by order .of Suporintendent
James B, Wood, and with the consent
of the diractors. Tha amountis are not
large—cannot be, in the nature of
things—but they are enough te show
that the Btate has an Interest In the
tonvicts and does not propose to with-
hold from them -the small joys of
Christmas-tide. - F

With this money the reclplents "aend
and buy their pressnts or thelr
delicacies and fill  somebody  elsc’s
stocking or thelr own, as thelr seontl-
ment .or reason  or incllnation may
point aut. |

And {f Superintendent Wood extends
this: benefaction to . some , who have
A chanca to’ make money for thom-
selves {n the shoo shops, hut who will

,be found who will blame. him.  Per-
hapg'if he could lgok bick for sov-

WASH DAY

crial generations he would not hesti-
tate to glve; perhaps ho knows |t =
not hest to take the risk of adding
fuel to a smoldering flame of hatred
agninst all the world—not hest for
the convict or the State.or for seclety
at large.

AT PRISON,

How Ther Are Fed,

And then the Christmas dinner.,

Lest the Commanwealth should pat
itself on the. hack after having read
what has gone before, and think It-
self a pretly good sort of fellew, . let
It remember that no dinner rs such
has ever bheen caten {n the State Peni-
tentlary, For there 18 no dining room.
Each man and woman must eat in
his or her cell, whether It be the or-
dinary prison fare. or the additional
allowances for Christmas,

At the regular meal hours the long
lines of conviels put out from the coll
buildings. Each mun carries his tin
bucket, which is to hold his allow-
ance of coffee. Into the yard thesa
men flle, and take the'r'turn to. be
served from the blg pots ang plles of
eatables out [n the open courtyard.
8oup la brought out {n huge tubs, broad
I6 packed on rough tables, ment s
cut. liite portlons, the whole making
an almost unbelievable total to one un-
socustomed to such things,

And {t Ig a1l most uninviting., Whep
one pees It for the firat tlme Lo Is
likely to think that he would prefer
starvation to such a dlet, ecalen in
Asuch a way. But If he examines closa-
ly he will see that cvarything la as
clean as it I3 possible to  make It,
ang that the officials do all that Lhe
Leglalatura allows them to do,

Nining Room Needed,

Tima after tima the. dirsctors have
urged upon the General Assoinbly the
eragtion of a mess hall and kitchen at
the Stale prisgn. In the repart for
1303 to the Governor, the hoard sald:

“It Is brutalizing to feed men lika
80 many anlmals. Ag they pass |n jine
thelr meals are handed out to then
amd they return to eat in tha same
cella In which they have =slept and
llved. It takes about tweonty minutes
for tho line to pass, and In cold weath-
er thoy return to thelr cells with thalr
meals nearly, If not entirely, frozen.
This Is not conduclve Lo good health.

"All of this ean he done away with
by fecding In a mess hall (as Iz the
ocase In every .aup-to-date, well-coun-
ducted prisen), and the saving In pro-
vislona makes it well werth while,

“The cooklng 43 now donme in the
collara, which were formerly used  as
dungeons, and from & healthful stand-
point  we feel that we  cannot toe
strongly condemn thia.

OfMeers ‘Add Views, -

In the report of Buperintendent Mor-
gan, to the board the sama year, he
sald, summarizing the .neéds of

Institntion: "First, a dinlng room and

rent to an,’ thinking person as to ra-
quira no explanation.' 1
¥ And durgeon Carripgton, at the game

the.
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not, It 'ls unilkely that any one will! rg

cstly

decent kitehen

sanitary,

time reported: Yl wish.to ngain earn-

SLIDE TO THIRD.

old prison. These throe nrea‘l needs
hiave been so often brought to veur
attentlon, and vou know so thoroughly
how much good would be accomplished
It the Legislature would make the
neeassary  appropriatlons, that 1 feel
It Is only necossary Lo mentlon I's;cm."
Exiras for Dinner.

Now, the Christmaos dinner will he
somecthing out of the ordinnry, wa L
always |6, aml, of courae, the convicts
loolk forwsrd to it. Turkey has for
Yeary past 'baen too oxpensiva o dish,
Jbul pomething cholee, sueh a8 roast
porlk, whizh the convicts probubly en-
oy just ns much, will be prepared,
wilh extras In the way of vegetables

So we have the festive season. and
its spirit And we have the extra
money-spending for the day., And we
have tha unusually good dinner.

Nohody knows what sort of temper-
ature will provail in Ttlehmond an De-
cémbar 25, 1911, But if {p-¢hould be
vold, .we have the oMeinl report of
tho board for §t that the roast pork
and the “solip will be nearly I not
quite frozen beforo the conviets can
BeL ‘back with it Inte  thelr cells
Twanty -minutes ‘' |a & long time for
Litterly coltl aly to work upon i col-,

lection of foéd In the outdoore, and

emphaslza a great need for a| the work of coollng necessarily sety In
and dining room and |l gome minutes beforn the first lucky
up-to-date sewerage In thae oonvieg filla his pall and staria the

long llne back toward the Erim walls’
The soup may be cxtra good and rich,
but In a froven otute, ur even when
thorourhly chilled, It is not yaually
aought 8= an appetlzing dish, Evon
roast porle leses mome of Its flavor
when It gets cold, while ag for coffeo -
the conviet who slts on Wiy cog and’
imaginea he |y getting outside of o
rich Christmas dinner wéduld have to
ho possossed of all the powers of,
Imagination which gifted a Poo *or
glfts a Robert W. Chambers when ho
deplets the women of lo-doy,
Perhaps in a few more years the
Leglsloture will develop sufMelong soul,
or the Audltoy may  find sufliclent
money, for tho erection of a dining
room and of w kitchien, Fossibly the
senslbllitlos of a erlminal are not very
dcute, yel eatlng In & eell, #itting on
. cob In which the nlght has hem
spent and In which he lives, might
even grate on the feelings of the low-
est, untll he hns spent/a fow yaears
In getting acellmated and until his
stomuell censcs to rebel. :

Suw Aern Flightn
Only onco In peveral years have all
the ecenvicls been assembied at  one
timae,

That was durlng Thunksglving
weele of 1010, when Lhe Molsanty mave
exhibitlon fllghts in Richmond. Then
they ware all brought inte tha yard
and llned up, wirtching for the fight
aver the penbtentlary whileh had been
nromised.  To them It scemod—ag in-
deed wig the caso with the outside
world—that the appearance of men In
the alr, golng ns they pleased, was the
beginning of an era. Tho men watched
the fiight with the keenest interest,
Christmas of 1011 will be like those
whieh have preceded It. Some sort of
performance will he secured, probably
of a vaudevillyg nature. And the “send-
ing out” is golug on. And there will
bhe something extro for dinner.
Anything which those on the outside
want to “send In" to help 13 used to
add to the conviets' Christmasn,
Mhotographs on this page wera takon
hy T. R. Kemper, chief clerk at the
penltentiary. Mr. Kempar takea tho
keenest Interest In the welfare of tho
convicts, and haa talien numerousg ple-
tures of the men ut work or at play,’
Through his administration of tho Ber-
tilon syetem, he has hocome proficient
with the camera, ¢
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Are Beautiful
Suggestive Xmas Gifts

B Read over our list before buying your Christmas presents of Palms, Ferns

L

and Potted Plants of every vargety, including-3
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B ACUBIAS, PANDANUS, :ﬁ
B SOLANIUMS, | NARCISSUS and
! | RHODODENDRONS, HYACINTHS.

Bl ASSORTED AZALEAS,

CAMELIA ‘JAPONICAS,

Fresh from our greenhouses every day:
CALIFORNIA VIO,
SINGLE AND DOUBLE GAR-

AMERICAN BEAUTIES,
LILLY OF THE VALLEY

K] BEGONIAS, :
POTTED POINSETTIAS, :
¥ PRIMROSES, DENIAS,
™ CYCLAMELUS,
@ CROTONS,
k., DRACAEUAS, And ORCHIDS.

¥ Please place your orders as early as possible.

RATCLIFFE & TANNER

FLORISTS

25 West Broad S&ﬁ?@_@it

Phone M&dlia@n 6081
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